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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR. PN 

SUB J : POSSIBLE REAPPEARANCE OF PRESS REPORTING ON 
ALLEGED ' PLUMBERS'' PLOTTING TO ASSASSINATE 
TORRIJOS 

REF: STATE 1 12189; PANAMA 3074; PANAMA 3234 

1. DEPARTMENT HAS INFORMATION TO EFFECT THE "WASHING- 
TON POST" IS IN POSSESSION OF WHAT PURPORTS TO BE 
"DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE” TENDING TO CORROBORATE "NEWSWEEK'S" 
ORIGINAL STORY THAT HUNT AND HIS ASSOCIATES PLOTTED 
ASSASSINATION OF TORRIJOS AND JOURNEYED TO MEXICO FOR 

THAT PURPOSE. IT IS POSSIBLE "POST" WILL BREAK THIS 
STORY SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28 OR THEREAFTER. 
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2. BELIEVE AMBASSADOR SHOULD COMMUNICATE IMMEDIATELY 
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WITH TORRIJOS TO ADVISE HIM IN ADVANCE OF POSSIBLE 
APPEARANCE OF "POST" STORY, THE DETAILS OF WHICH WE 
DO NOT KNOW; TO REITERATE TO HIM EMPHATICALLY THAT 
NO RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
EVER CONTEMPLATED SUCH AN ACTIVITY; TO SAY THE DEPART- 
MENT INTENDS UPON APPEARANCE OF ANY SUCH STORY TO 
ISSUE A CATEGORICAL DENIAL THAT ANY RESPONSIBLE USG 
OFFICIAL WAS INVOLVED; AND TO EXPRESS THIS GOVERNMENT'S 


DEEP REGRET THAT THIS ALLEGATION CONTINUES TO ATTRACT 
PRESS ATTENTION. 

3. AMBASSADOR SHOULD ADD THAT THIS GOVERNMENT HOPES 
THE PANAMANIAN GOVERNMENT WILL TAKE LOW-KEY APPROACH 
TO THIS UNFORTUNATE DEVELOPMENT. AS IT DID WHEN 
"NEWSWEEK" STORY APPEARED, PARTICULARLY AT A TIME 
WHEN BOTH GOVERNMENTS ARE PREPARING TO RESUME TREATY 
NEGOTIATIONS. 

4. DEPARTMENT LEAVES TO AMBASSADOR THE DECISION AS 
TO WHETHER THIS MESSAGE SHOULD FIRST BE COMMUNICATED 
TO FOREIGN MINISTER TACK, WITH WHOM AMBASSADOR FIRST 
DISCUSSED THE ALLEGATION. WE BELIEVE IT IMPORTANT, 
HOWEVER, THAT AMBASSADOR SPEAK PERSONALLY WITH TORRIJOS 
IN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, PARTICULARLY SINCE HE APPARENTLY 
HAS IN PAST HAD DIFFICULTY BELIEVING THE USG DENIALS, 

AND THAT AMBASSADOR SPEAK ALSO TO AMBASSADOR GONZALEZ 
REVILLA SO THAT HE MAY HELP MOLD TORRIJOS' REACTION. 

KISSINGER 
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